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Adam Craker 
Chief Executive Officer of IQ Business Group
“The best ideas in life become obvious with the benefit of hindsight, although only come to light through 
outstanding conceptualisation and execution. PfP unites government, business and society as partners 
to create a future for our children by advancing leadership in our education system. Our opportunity is 
not only to embrace the approach and its results across our school system but to leverage the same into 
how we grow and transform as a nation.”

Sheila Camerer
Senior Member of South African Parliament, DA 
“It is a pleasure and a privilege for me to endorse this excellent transformative initiative of PfP. As a 
grandmother of five young South Africans fortunate enough to be attending some of our country’s top 
schools I am deeply aware of the need to strengthen our schools on the broadest possible basis. This 
can only be done through leadership which is why this partnership project is such a great idea. I appeal 
to business leaders in all communities to support the PfP initiative and ensure that schools in all our 
communities become centres of excellence.” 

Tony Leon
Chairman of Resolve Communications, Founding Leader of the Democratic Alliance, formerly 
South African Ambassador to Argentina, Uruguay and Paraguay 
“I am delighted to endorse PfP and making a small and positive difference in the battle to achieve 
good educational outcomes, one school at a time. PfP brings together leaders from South Africa’s high 
performing private sector and matches them with school principals in challenging environments. We 
all know, and research around the world proves, that the health of a school depends on empowered 
principals and good teachers. Our country spends more on education than practically every developing 
country in the world and yet we have dismal results. These partnerships can, in a meaningful way, 
change that trajectory and transform our country.” 

Rod Fehrsen
Semi-retired after a career as an industrialist across a wide range of industries, Non-executive 
Director, Coach and guide with a passion for people and strategy
“I have been passionate about leadership and learning for many years. The PfP programme combines 
both in a way that will uniquely build capacity for the future of our children and our nation. Their 
programme is a great help to developing both a managers and a school principals leadership skills 
precisely because it provides the opportunity to engage outside of their direct lines of responsibility.”

Conrad Sidego
Executive Mayor of Stellenbosch Municipality 
“PfP is a great example of the transformation that we need in South Africa. We will strengthen the fabric 
of our society by these kinds of partnerships where leaders from different sectors work together in a 
spirit of contribution.”
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Dr Philip Mirvis
Senior Researcher of Global Network for Active Citizenship 
“PfP supercharges leaders with an extraordinary development experience. Engaging coursework, 
personal coaching, and a peer learning community set the stage for you to be immersed in a service 
learning assignment in schools where you must grapple with complex, multi-faceted issues and work 
with a multicultural mix of school leaders, faculty and students. Top global companies today develop 
their next generation leaders through service projects. PfP provides the guidance and support needed 
to promote real learning and to prepare you for challenges in your own organization and community.”

Professor John Volmink 
Chair of UMALUSI Council 
“The PfP programme, facilitated by Symphonia for South Africa (SSA), addresses some of the most 
important challenges of our time leadership in education, active citizenship and nation-building. What is 
inspiring about the PfP initiative is that it creates the opportunity for each of us as citizens of this country 
to play our part to tackle these challenges and to come together as a nation in a shared vision. Through 
this programme, SSA allows/dares each of us to be the hero of the story and make a real difference!” 

Dion Chang 
Founder of Flux Trends, Trend Analyst and Innovator
“PfP is the kind of public/private sector initiative we need, not only in South Africa, but also in the 
new world order we are transitioning into. It illustrates, and practises, an approach which is neither 
boxed nor siloed: a traditional mindset that is proving obsolete for the 21st century. In South Africa it 
demonstrates the active citizenry we desperately need to turn the idealism of our rainbow nation into a 
sustainable reality. If our country is to evolve and prosper, we can no longer afford to sit on the sidelines 
as passive bystanders, but need to actively participate in building the nation and society we all want to 
live in. PfP provides the foundation of this envisaged future.”

Justin Spratt 
Chief Growth Officer of Quirk 
“Children really are the future. Louise and her team have formed an incredible initiative to invest and 
support the education of our nation’s children - investing in the very resource that will ensure better 
lives for all. I commend the hard work and tenacity of PfP. We have hope because of people like these.”
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Oresti Patricios
Chief Executive Officer of Ornico 
“The experience I have had working with PfP and partnering with Solomon Mawela, the principal of 
Gordon Primary School in Alexandra Township, has changed me forever. This remarkable principal has 
taught me to be a better human being and to understand the circumstances that some of the learners 
have to deal with. Lack of food and lack of educational guidance from parents are two of critical factors 
we needed to address.

“My intervention has been minimal. I was there to listen, as he is the one who knows best how the 
system works and what’s best for his learners. At the beginning of the year we worked together to set 
certain goals for the school, first among which was learning outcomes. In 2012, from Grade 1 through to 
Grade 6, in Maths, isiZulu, English and seSotho, the average results were a failing grade, in the region of 
16% to 40%. By 2013, all had improved, some by over 20%.

What did it cost me? Not much. A little time mostly, which forced me to schedule my life better, but the 
excitement and motivation I received from being part of this was priceless.”

Billy Selekane 
Internationally acclaimed inspirational Keynote Speaker 
“I have been a merchant of hope for more than 15 years, selling the power of possibility because I know 
just how important it is to have a nation which is focused, educated, responsible and visionary. When I 
encountered Louise and she introduced me to Partners for Possibility I knew there and then that there 
is hope not only for South Africa but also Africa. I believe that what they have created is an amazing 
process which will not only get business to share needed skills with educators, but that education will 
listen to what businesses need and be able to prepare the young minds for the world. I believe that this 
is the 2nd revolution that South Africa needed, to liberate the minds of the young and show them the 
power of possibility by bringing to them successful men and women, who at one stage sat at those desks 
and some on the floor. PfP is what the world needs and I am proud to be associated with them.”

Nancy Kline
Published author of Time to Think 
“Sometimes there emerges in the world an idea that moves humanity forward inexorably in our lifetime. 
PfP is exactly that. What the participants are achieving with each other reaches into the lives of people 
far afield as well, inspiring us, encouraging us, helping us to know that the unleashing of independent 
thinking in every human mind matters and is possible. I honour you from the bottom of my heart for 
changing our world, steadily, visibly, forever.”

Peter Block
Published author of Flawless Consulting
“The PfP effort by Symphonia is absolutely unique in its ability to bring schools, community and the 
business sector together as true partners caring for our children. It is based on the gifts and strengths of 
all parties. Unlike many efforts, it does not treat the school as broken, the business sector as all-wise, or 
the community as disinterested. It changes the lives of each person who engages in the process in the 
direction of faith and hope in our collective future. The subtle design of the partnerships that Symphonia 
has constructed is a model for all similar efforts to heal the wounds of our cultures and make a smart 
investment in creating a real future for the next generation. This program is true genius.”
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Yusuf Abramjee 
Social Cohesion Advocate, Play Your Part Ambassador, Anti-crime Activist and Consultant
“Partners for Possibility under the leadership of Louise van Rhyn is doing sterling work. Our country has 
three main priorities: 

1. Education

2. Education

3. Education

You are making a difference. The business community needs to support initiatives like yours which 
contribute significantly. Your results speak for themselves. Continue the good work and Lead SA.”

Kuseni Dlamini
Chairman of Aspen Pharmacare Holdings 
“PfP does outstanding work that directly and meaningfully unleashes the potential of principals in 
schools that need help the most. I can’t think of any other better way of making South Africa and the 
world a better place for all than ensuring that our schools effectively prepare the youth for impact and 
leadership in a globally competitive world.”

Professor Derick de Jongh
Director: The Albert Luthuli Centre for Responsible Leadership  
“No organisation or school can flourish without dedicated and responsible leadership and no 
intervention in under-performing schools will have a lasting change if there is a leadership vacuum at 
the school. Partners for Possibility brings together business leaders and school principals to address this 
leadership challenge, with fantastic results. I wholeheartedly endorse the work done by PfP and I believe 
in their capability to change our basic education sector for the better.”

Jane Tsharane
Principal: Makgatho Primary School, Atteridgeville  
“As an alumnus of the programme, I experienced all that it had to offer. I joined the programme and 
believed that I would further develop my leadership skills, but I was skeptical of being partnered with 
someone whom I did not know. That changed however and over time my business leader-partner and I 
formed a very strong bond that lasted for much longer than our formal year together. I would encourage 
any principal to join the PfP programme.”

Itumeleng Kgaboesele
CEO Sphere Holdings  
“PfP gives us as business people a platform to assist in the education sector, which is in crisis, with the 
skills and networks that we have. I find it especially appealing that the partnership between a business 
person and school principal is structured as an equal partnership in which both parties can learn from 
each other. PfP has had a significant impact on my life and the school where I am assisting and I fully 
support their work in improving basic education in South Africa.”
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Salah Elbaba
Chief Executive Officer of SMSweb 
“We are happy to endorse the PfP project. As a business we focus on connecting schools to parents 
using technology, we have seen the actual benefits of what happens when parents are made aware of 
what is happening in a school, and how that improves the education of the learner. Your project takes 
this to a new level, and enables not only parents but all the people involved in a school community 
(learners, parents, educators and the local community) to come together and make a difference.” 

Dave Duarte
Educator and thought leader 
“Bringing business and school leadership together is just brilliant. All leaders need support and 
development, and school principals especially, because their role is so incredibly important yet complex, 
challenging, and often under-resourced. Thank you, thank you to everyone involved in PfP for your 
investment in our country’s most important growth sector, Education.” 

Varkey George
Social Entrepreneur 
“What a wonderful idea it is to partner schools and corporates to work together towards a better 
future for the young of South Africa. There is so much that the corporate world can learn from our 
schools and so much the schools can learn from corporate. This mutual learning is leading to mutual 
support. Corporate management systems can enhance school management systems and better school 
management systems lead to better teaching and learning which further leads to a better workforce for 
the corporate. PfP, a Symphonia South Africa project, is encouraging, supporting and implementing this 
programme. What a brilliant idea!” 

Ian Mclachlan
Former Principal at St Stithians College and education thought leader 
“I think PfP is a wonderful idea, built on sound development science. I would encourage all businesses, 
who care about the future of South Africa, to get involved.”
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